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Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on Jan 20, 2004 (P 2004-01 1872). A copy of this Japanese 
application is not currently present in the file wrapper. The examiner notes that 
applicant's transmittal papers do not refer to the filing of a Foreign Priority document, 
however the Office-mailed Acceptance Letter of Aug. 1 1 , 2008 does refer to the 
presence of a priority document. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In the 
specification at page 5, lines 3-5, it is not entirely clear why certain phrases such as 
"auxiliary unit" are repeated with the second instance directly following the first but 
enclosed in parentheses, and as such, these repeated phrases appear reundant. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ono 
et al. (US 6,378,637, cited by applicant) in view of Kondo (US PGPub. 2003/0070858, 
cited by applicant). Ono et al. (see figure 7) teach a vehicle with a vehicle floor (15a) 
and a surrounding periphery which may be defined as constituting an outward-most 
extent of a vehicle sill, such as associated with the vehicle doors, and/or structural 
elements which support the periphery, at least a pair of longitudinally extending floor 
frame members (14L, 14R), a fuel cell unit (3), an auxiliary unit (2 and/or 8) adjacent 
one side of the fuel cell in a longitudinal direction of the vehicle and an electrical storage 
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unit (7) adjacent the fuel cell such that the auxiliary unit, fuel cell and electrical storage 
unit are disposed 'in that order' in a longitudinal vehicle direction, the vehicle additionally 
including a high voltage component (21, 22) at least one of which (22) being laterally 
positioned with respect to the storage device, the arrangement including further 
elements (4, 5) mounted laterally exteriorly of the longitudinal frame elements between 
the frame elements and external periphery of the vehicle. 

The reference to Ono et al. fails to teach that each of the fuel cell, storage unit 
and auxiliary unit are sandwiched from both sides by vehicle frame cross-members. 
Kondo teaches that it is well known to provide plural fuel cell-related device (23, 50, 50) 
each separately sandwiched between laterally extending vehicle frame members (43) 
connected to longitudinally extending frame members (42). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide each of the fuel 
cell related elements taught by Ono et al. to each be sandwiched by cross members as 
taught by Kondo for the purpose of structural compartmentalization (e.g., providing each 
element with a separate surrounding frame, and to protect the fuel cell components in 
the event of an unexpected deformation of elements of the vehicle frame (see Kondo at 
paragraph 0040) 

As regards claims 3 and 4, the references to Ono et al. as modified by Kondo fail 
to specifically teach that the elements mounted exteriorly of the frame portions 
constitute high voltage components. Ono et al. teach a further embodiment (see figure 
2) where the storage unit is larger and extends further in a lateral direction, but fails to 
specifically teach a location for the high voltage component. Initially, Ono et al. already 
teach that it is well known to locate further components exteriorly of the longitudinal 
frame members and interiorly of the peripheral sill (phantom lines 11), and in that the 
space occupied by the high voltage component in the embodiment of figure 7 would not 
be available due to the increased size of the storage element, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the high 
voltage component in the space exterior of the longitudinal frame elements and interior 
of the periphery so as to allow the accommodation of the larger electrical storage 
element. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shimizu et al. (US 6,494,286), Chernoff et al. (US 6,843,336), 
Morita et al. (US 6,907,947), Kubota et al. (US 6,978,855), Mizuno (US 6,994,178), 
Guidry et al. (US 7,108,091), and Kondo (US 7,270,202) teach vehicle structures and 
arrangements of pertinence. 

6. Any inquiry specifically concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to F. Vanaman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6701 . 

Any inquiries of a general nature or relating to the status of this application may 
be made through either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

A response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 

P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
Or faxed to: 

PTO Central Fax: 571-273-8300 

F. VANAMAN 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



/Frank B Vanaman/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



